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Local Businessman Bobby Jenkins, Completes Bicycle Trip to Canada

Five weeks and 2,400 miles later, Bobby Jenkins, President and CEO of ABC Home & Commercial Services, completed his bike ride to Calgary, Canada.  Jenkins and his two brothers, Raleigh Jenkins of Houston and Dennis Jenkins of Dallas, set out on their bicycles from Austin on May 24th.  With their mother Sandy, driving the chase vehicle, the route took them through Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming and Montana, before finishing in Calgary.  “As I look back on the trip, it really was just about everything I had hoped it would be”, said Jenkins. “I knew from past experience that there would be some ups and downs and that there would be challenging days along the way. We really did get to see so much of the country side and I really feel we could not have had better conditions along the way.   And looking back after arriving back in Austin, the wind and cold seems pretty good when you get in town and see 106+ on the thermometer.  The other thing that I’ll never forget is the number of people that were interested in what we were doing and how many of them donated to our charities.  We had many people give us $5, $10, or $20 all along the way. It shows just how generous folks are when they are given the opportunity,” added Jenkins.   Additionally, although they peddled all the way to Calgary, they didn’t come back the same way.  Jenkins says after a hot shower in Calgary, “getting on a plane felt pretty good after being on a bike for 5 weeks.”  While his original goal of raising $50,000 for Caritas was ambitious, that goal was “significantly exceeded,” said Jenkins.  The total will be announced at a welcome back reception at Plucker’s, on South Lamar on Thursday, July 9th, at 6:00 pm.  Additionally, Plucker’s is donating 20% of the proceeds that night to Caritas.  Caritas of Austin, an organization that helps low income families and individuals with food and housing assistance and also helping the most vulnerable stabilize in our community. 
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