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DO GOOD DELI CELEBRATES ONE YEAR OF DOING GOOD FOR AUSTIN COMMUNITY

Austin, TX- This past November marked the one year anniversary for Do Good Deli, Caritas of Austin’s first earned-income project. The Deli, whose menu features signature gourmet sandwiches and salads, first launched in November 2007 with 100% of its profits benefiting Caritas. Since its introduction to the Austin community, Do Good Deli has helped Caritas diversify their sources of income, provide a new steady revenue stream, and more importantly institute a business model that mirror’s Caritas mission of self-sufficiency. 

The earned-income business venture was made possible due in large part to the steering committee who developed the successful business plan. Those in the committee included: Beth Atherton, Executive Director of Caritas; Caritas Board Members; Cid Galindo with the Galindo Group, Sam Gwynne formerly of Texas Monthly, Mike Haggerty of ThunderCloud Subs and the late David Doolittle, former Freescale executive. 
“Over the past year, Do Good Deli has provided an excellent opportunity for local businesses to help the less fortunate, simply by ordering lunch. Besides partaking in a delicious meal, patrons are joining Caritas in the fight against poverty, hunger and homelessness” Beth Atherton explains.

In addition to providing free lunch delivery in the downtown area and paying living-wage to all employees, Do Good Deli lives up to it’s slogan of “The Best of Austin for the Best of Reasons”, as it not only benefits Caritas but also supports local businesses. The deli uses local ingredients like Sass Salad dressings, Segovia produce, Sweet Leaf Tea and Richard’s Rainwater. The Austin inspired sandwiches have also garnered a long list of regulars such as; Tate Austin Hahn, Texas Monthly, Kolar Advertising, Blue Sage and Clark Thomas and Winters, just to name a few.

Do Good Deli’s current delivery area is downtown Austin, bordered by Interstate 35 and Lamar Blvd. on the East and West, and by 12th Street and First Street on the North and South. Those interested in doing good and helping out their community can place orders over the phone or visit online at www.DoGoodDeli.org. Orders for pick-up are also an option.
Caritas provides a service continuum for those experiencing poverty that begins with a safety net and links them to resources to achieve self-sufficiency. This year, Caritas will serve over 20,000 adults and children as Travis County’s largest source of non-governmental assistance for low-income families.                                                                                                                                 www.caritasofaustin.org
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