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MEDIA RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Jessica Aranda

Tel: 646-1261

Email: jaranda@caritasofaustin.org
BISHOP MCCARTHY TO BE GIVEN TOP HONOR BY CARITAS

Caritas of Austin is proud to announce the recipient of the 18th Annual Harvey Penick Award—Bishop John E. McCarthy.  On October 6, business and community leaders from all over the city will gather at the Four Seasons Hotel to help Caritas of Austin acknowledge Bishop McCarthy’s contributions to Austin and the State of Texas.


Bishop McCarthy served as bishop of the Austin Diocese for 15 years. During his tenure, the Austin Diocese has grown from 170,000 in 1986 to over 400,000 today. McCarthy, a longtime advocate for the poor, helped establish the Catholic Campaign for Human Development, an organization that works to address the root causes of poverty in America by supporting community self-help organizations that empower the poor.  Another important issue close to Bishop McCarthy’s heart has been health care.  His efforts as bishop contributed to a 400 percent increase in the number of patients served by Catholic hospitals in the Diocese, such as Seton Family of Hospitals in Austin.

“Bishop McCarthy has a long history of enduring commitment and support of our community,” said Beth Atherton, Executive Director of Caritas. “He is well-regarded for his outstanding vision and his inspiring leadership. Caritas is proud to have the opportunity to acknowledge him with this honor.” 

Each year, Caritas of Austin presents the Harvey Penick Award to a prominent Austin leader whose life emulates that of its namesake and first recipient, golf legend Harvey Penick. Bishop McCarthy has improved the lives of so many in the Austin community and beyond through his fervent hope, thoughtful leadership and his wonderful sense of humor. McCarthy’s endeavors exemplify what Caritas strives to do every day, one client at a time-- to create a community where there is respect for all individuals, hope for those experiencing poverty and opportunities for self-reliance.

Table sponsorships start at $3,600; individual tickets priced at $300. For more information contact jmetzger@caritasofaustin.org or visit the Caritas website at www.caritasofaustin.org.

Caritas provides a service continuum for those experiencing poverty that begins with a safety net and links them to resources to achieve self-sufficiency. This year, Caritas will serve over 20,000 adults and children as Travis County’s largest source of non-governmental assistance for low-income families.                                                                                                                                 www.caritasofaustin.org
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