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HUD GRANTS AUSTIN /TRAVIS COUNTY CONTINUUM OF CARE MORE THAN

 $5 MILLION TO SERVE THE HOMELESS
Austin, (TX) - On February 19th, the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Supportive Housing programs awarded $1.5 billion in funding for homeless prevention. The Austin Travis County Continuum of Care for the Homeless (CoC) will receive a total of $5,085,813 to fund programs and services for the homeless. This is an increase of $1,343,895 from the 2008 allocation. The funded homeless services will be provided by Caritas of Austin, Austin Travis County Mental Health Mental Retardation Center, Foundation Communities, Front Steps, LifeWorks, SafePlace, The Salvation Army, The Housing Authorities of the City of Austin and Travis County, and AIDS Services of Austin. 

In 2008, with the support of the Ending Community Homeless Coalition (ECHO), the HUD funded homeless agencies worked together to better align the 2009 request with the HUD focus on providing permanent supportive housing. This required difficult decisions by agencies who had to reallocate funding that had been previously been used to provide support services, such as case management and street outreach, to two programs that provided permanent supportive housing: Caritas’ My Home Program and a collaboration between the Housing Authority of the City of Austin and Foundation Communities . The end result of this work is that HUD supported the reallocation and awarded increased funding.
The two new programs that were funded through the increased allocation in 2009 are:

· Caritas’ My Home Too program which will provide 21 units of leased housing for chronically homeless individuals

· A collaboration between the Salvation Army and  six other agencies which will assist homeless families with dependent children transition to permanent housing
Members of the Austin/Travis County CoC have committed to ensuring community success by effectively orchestrating joint efforts that offer solutions and opportunities for those experiencing homelessness and its effects.
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