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Faith Poverty Roundtable

February 4, 2009

Re-Entry Conversation Groups

Group
1.  Who participated in our group?
Wanda Evans, HPUMC Food Pantry




Janet Larkly, Foundation for the Homeless




Lou Cartright, Westover Hills Church of Christ

Cindy Sherman, Hyde Park Baptist, Christian Women’s Job Corps

2. What are some compelling unmet needs for this special population, either to strengthen existing programs or to develop new ones?
Helping them while incarcerated and a little bit after, but not after into the future.
***Training for those helping clients on “how to present themselves, assets in an interview,” no self esteem.

***Mentoring – can’t break out of the previous background without mentoring.  Carry clothes & belongings with them.

Communication within Faith-based groups
3. What resources do we, and the groups present, have that might fit there needs?  What do we have energy to do? What could we influence? How might our communities help make a difference?

· We can commit to meet within our own geographic area & learn about what we individually are doing.
· Share info.
4. Put a star be the two ideas that generated the most energy in your group.
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Group
1.  Who participated in our group?

Mary Moran, Travis Co. Criminal Justice Planning
Karen Carrizales, St. Albert the Great

Christine DeWitty, COA Travis Co. Social Services

Charles Locklin, Micah 6 

Andrea Colunga-Bussey – Travis Co.  Veterans Services

Bernice Machala- St. Paul’s Catholic Social Ministries
2. What are some compelling unmet needs for this special population, either to strengthen existing programs or to develop new ones?
***Basic needs for Re-Entry – clothes, phone ID.  Capacity is not met.  Demand for assistance greater than supply.
***Support System once they re-enter (Life Coaches)

Assistance with day-to-day activities
Lack of education – stigma still there – need community education.

Transportation, Housing
3.  What resources do we, and the groups present, have that might fit there needs?  What do we have energy to do? What could we influence? How might our communities help make a difference?

· Show the community the benefit of meeting those unmet needs
· Work with agencies who can help with ID

· Volunteer Ombudsman within the jail

· Life Coaches to help with Transition Plan

· Clothes Drive – Travis County

· Resource Fair in Jail inc. (include) employers 1 x/month

· Hope Chest – delivered to state jail. Other clothes closets to donate to this.

· Prevent Blindness

· Political Action re:  discharge from the CJ System

4.  Put a star be the two ideas that generated the most energy in your    group.
Caritas 

Faith Poverty Roundtable

February 4, 2009
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1. Who participated in our group?
Christopher Peake, Volunteer
Susan Robertson, St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Emily Tisinger, St. Albert the Great Catholic

Pat Macy, St. John Vianny Catholic, Round Rock

Luisa Pietie, Balcones Agency

Vickie Ovington, Hill Country Community Ministries
2. What are some compelling unmet needs for this special population, either to strengthen existing programs or to develop new ones?
1.  Referral Database specific for Re-Entry Resources
2.  Re-Entry Transition Center
3. Co-Op Housing for Social Base

3.  What resources do we, and the groups present, have that might fit there needs?  What do we have energy to do? What could we influence? How might our communities help make a difference?

Chat Room on-line for ideas (across counties, faiths, issues)
4. Put a star be the two ideas that generated the most energy in your group.
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1.  Who participated in our group?
Terry Schuirring, St. Catherine’s Catholic
Martin Montero

Evelyn Cook

Barbara Budde

Emily Hausier

Diane McGowan

2. What are some compelling unmet needs for this special population, either to strengthen existing programs or to develop new ones?
List of Resources for Community Work (or workers)
Understand process – what are their resources, how can we enhance their resources

3.  What resources do we, and the groups present, have that might fit there needs?  What do we have energy to do? What could we influence? How might our communities help make a difference?

What are resources to help access ID?
Can we create locales in all areas?

Providing locale for clothes

***How do we develop a coordinated community response to the need for help.  Each quadrant of city develop a plan – place for id’s, places for clothes

Can we provide assistance to TWC [Texas Workforce Commission] to provide necessary ID’s

***Form a local organization – develop micro finance system to become self-employed.
4.   Put a star be the two ideas that generated the most energy in your group.

COMMON IDEAS:
Basic Needs

Mentoring, Life Coaches

Communication

