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Refugee & Immigrants Conversation Groups

Group
1.  Who participated in our group?
Sarah Trovato White, Capital Area Food Bank
Ken Witherspoon, Georgetown – [HAND]

Helping the Aging, Needy and Disabled, Inc.
Mahesh Mahadevan, Sathya Sai Baba

Bill Walker, Wildflower Church
Connie Gonzales, Austin-Travis Co. Heath/Human Services

Sherry McDonnell, Hill Country Community Ministries
2. What are some compelling unmet needs for this special population, either to strengthen existing programs or to develop new ones?
· coordination of services
· centralization of resources

· need more working groups with volunteers

· Transportation improvements

· More collaboration and forum for doing it
3. What resources do we, and the groups present, have that might fit there needs?  What do we have energy to do? What could we influence? How might our communities help make a difference?
· 211

· AAHSA [Austin Area Human Service Association]

· CAN

· BNC

· Faith Poverty Roundtable

· Social Media like Facebook, Linked In, Twitter to help facilitate collaboration, sharing of resources
4. Put a star be the two ideas that generated the most energy in your group.

Sarah – Ppl. using food pantries more while concealing unemployment and under-employment

Sherry – Same in Williamson County
Bill – 2 groups those who had professional jobs and now don’t and Immigrant groups.  See loss of self-esteem and despair; demoralizing
Sherry – older persons going back to work to help their younger family

Mahesh – use of our soup kitchen, etc.

Bill – Try to help elderly who wish to live independent.  See women who used to stay home as caregivers and now cannot.  Discovered women who had breast cancer and would not go (to doctor?) because of caregiving responsibilities.

Connie – ATCHHS – numbers have increased seeing use of furloughs =$.  Provides pantries, counselors for job training, resumes, immunizations for children, counseling.  Trying to stay on top of oppys?

Refugee & Immigrants Conversation Groups
Group
1.  Who participated in our group?
Scott Waner, Westover Church of Christ
Matthew Hansen – South Austin Cares
Chris Wilson, Austin Learning Academy

Mary Ziolkowski, Austin Learning Academy
Muetze Hellmer, Catholic Charities

Margaret Kahn, First United Methodist

Lisbet Rattenborg, Catholic Charities

Lorel Donaghey, Caritas

Sharif Raykhonov, Wells Fargo

Carol Frieson, Westlake Hills Presbytieran
2.  What are some compelling unmet needs for this special population, either to strengthen existing programs or to develop new ones?
· Transportation
· Employment

· Job Referrals

· Public Awareness

· Intergroup cooperation between poverty service groups
3. What resources do we, and the groups present, have that might fit there needs?  What do we have energy to do? What could we influence? How might our communities help make a difference?

· AISD – free English Classes
· Awareness – World Refugee Day - June 20th, Texas State History Museum - meet with Austin American Statesman so that Public knows

· Sharing Resources

· Casa Marianella – maintains a job list

· The Literacy Coalition

These areas are all inter-connected:

Language

Transportation

Child Care

Employment

