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CARITAS MANAGER BECOMES U.S. CITIZEN
On Thursday, July 30, about 300 immigrants will be sworn in as U.S. citizens in San Antonio. One of those individuals has a strong tie with Caritas of Austin. Nadine Pedusseau, Refugee Services Manager at Caritas, will be sworn in with her husband Alain and her son Etienne. Because of her work at Caritas on behalf of refugees, Pedusseau has been selected to deliver an address about her experiences to an audience of family and friends. 

Pedusseau is the daughter and granddaughter of refugees—her grandparents and mother were political asylees from Spain who arrived in France in 1938. When Pedusseau’s husband was transferred by his employer, Motorola (now Freescale),from France to Austin in 1988, it was Nadine’s turn to begin again in a new country. Pedusseau arrived in America knowing very little English; nevertheless, she “worked very, very hard” in completing her Masters of Science in Social Work at UT Austin. Upon graduating, Pedusseau then was hired at Caritas of Austin. Pedusseau explains why she chose Caritas among several job offers: “One day, I came home and told my husband—some day I want to work for Caritas. I knew I wanted to work with refugees.” 

Pedusseau has managed refugee services at Caritas for the last five years. In that time she and her team have resettled over 1,200 refugees to Austin. These refugees have come from countries across the globe, such as Cuba, Congo, Iraq, Burma, Liberia, Iran, Vietnam and Afghanistan.

Caritas assists documented refugees—those in danger of religious and political persecution and thus sent to the U.S. by the United Nations—by providing and moving them into housing, acclimating them to their environment and assisting them in finding employment. In most cases, Caritas has only 90 days to accomplish the resettlement.  

Pedusseau’s rich heritage has contributed to her effective service to refugees, Caritas and the Austin community. Pedusseau says that the right to vote will be the biggest difference in her life as a U.S. citizen. Having cleared the path to citizenship for so many, Pedusseau is thrilled and honored to deliver the address at Thursday’s Citizenship Ceremony as she too becomes an American citizen. 

Since 1964, Caritas has assisted with emergency basic needs such as food, rent and utilities and helped clients learn the skills they need to gain self-sufficiency. This year, Caritas will serve over 20,000 adults and children as Travis County’s largest source of non-governmental assistance for low-income families. Caritas is an integral part of the community’s social services network. caritasofaustin.org.
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