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CARITAS POVERTY ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSES “WORKING TOWARDS                                   SELF-SUFFICIENCY” 
WHAT: 
The 5th annual Faith Poverty Roundtable, hosted by Caritas of Austin, will bring together the Faith Community, Employment Service providers, the Business community, and interested others to focus on employment and discuss this year’s theme of “Working Towards Self-Sufficiency”.  The event will take a fresh approach to collaborative efforts within the community and serve as a forum to discuss innovative initiatives to helping individuals overcome obstacles and find employment. 

The Roundtable will feature discussions on the barriers many face to obtaining work; the type of employment services available; speed networking between participants for future efforts; and break-out sessions. Break-out sessions will allow attendees to hear from panelists representing service providers and facilitate brainstorming and discussion about how to help people obtain and maintain employment.
Caritas coordinates and hosts the annual event to help create opportunities for dialogue regarding issues facing the city and the nation. Caritas provides a network of services for those experiencing poverty that begins with a safety net and links them to resources to achieve self-sufficiency.

WHEN: 
Wednesday, February 4th, 2009---8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

WHERE:
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, 8134 Mesa

WHO:
Faith-based organizations from all over the community will join Caritas in the annual event. Participating groups include: AISD, Goodwill Industries, Legacy of Giving, Network for Life of Austin, San Juan Diego High School, and Street Soccer of Austin, to name a few.
WHY:
This year, Caritas will serve over 20,000 adults and children as Travis County’s largest source of non-governmental assistance for low-income families.                                                                                                                                 www.caritasofaustin.org
###

