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CARITAS OF AUSTIN AND COLLABORATIVE AGENCIES RECEIVE $1.6 MILLION THRU STIMULUS PLAN 
Austin, TX – On July 31, 2009, the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDHCA) awarded Caritas of Austin a grant in the amount of $1,600,000 from the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program (HPRP) created by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA/the Stimulus Plan).
Agencies in the Austin/Round Rock region were awarded a total of $3,593,224. Once implemented this fall, Caritas will be the only agency in Austin to lead two collaborative projects under this federal program. Each award is collaborative and will be shared with other agencies that serve vulnerable populations. These targeted funds will be used by the agencies over a period of two years to assist working poor families maintain their housing and prevent individuals with mental health issues or disabilities from becoming homeless. 
The Austin/Travis County Housing Stability Collaborative for Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing received $1,000,000 of the total amount awarded. Caritas of Austin is the lead agency of this collaborative and will work with Any Baby Can, Foundation for the Homeless, Front Steps, Goodwill and Safeplace in providing direct assistance to working families negatively impacted by the economic crisis. Clients will receive financial assistance for specific purposes—such as rental assistance, rental and utility deposits and moving costs—which will prevent homelessness. In addition, the grant will fund one-on-one case management services to help clients plan and maintain their housing stability.
The remainder of the grant ($600,000) will fund a homelessness prevention pilot project targeted at persons with a history of institutional care who either have chronic health maladies, substance abuse issues, mental health or developmental disabilities, or physical disabilities. Caritas of Austin is also the lead agency for this collaborative, which also includes the Crime Prevention Institute, Wright House Wellness Center and AIDS Services of Austin.

“At Caritas we believe that these two projects will better assist working poor families who have been impacted by the economic downturn.  Caritas is fully committed to finding collaborative solutions to homelessness and poverty in our community,” said Beth Atherton, Executive Director of Caritas of Austin.
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