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2008 ThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot in Kabul

(Austin, Texas) — The 18th ThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot in Austin has added a second venue this year . . .  in Kabul. This Thanksgiving Day, an expected 200 Army, Navy Marine, and Air Force service members are expected to run in a Turkey Trot “shadow run” at Camp Phoenix Afghanistan, a military base outside Kabul.    

The Morale, Welfare & Recreation committee at Camp Phoenix contacted ThunderCloud about sponsoring the Camp Phoenix run. The intention is to boost morale, encourage a fitness goal, and give the service members a sense of connection to home on Thanksgiving Day. In support, ThunderCloud has shipped custom-made Turkey Trot shirts, race banner, and race bibs to the group, and even included a special welcoming message from Governor Perry who also kicks off the annual Austin event.     

Management at ThunderCloud took the military involvement to heart.  ThunderCloud Subs co-owner Patty Sughrue comments, “We’re truly honored that Camp Phoenix chose to shadow our event.   This is such a powerful reminder of the importance of family and community on Thanksgiving Day.   So many men and women are living away from their families and just wanting to do something normal and fun on Thanksgiving Day.”  

The Turkey Trot has become a Thanksgiving Day tradition in Austin, with over 10,000 people expected for the five mile run, one mile walk, and Stepping Stone School Kid’s K and Activity Center.   Although the course has been modified this year to accommodate the UT vs. A&M game, the start and finish line is still at Waterloo Park.  
One hundred percent of the profits go to Caritas of Austin. “And although it’s great to bank some calorie credits for later, the best thing about this race is that all proceeds benefit Caritas of Austin,” said Mike Haggerty of Thundercloud Subs.  “The $115,000 we raised last year could provide groceries for more than 1,800 families or help heat 1,150 homes in the winter,” say Haggerty.  “That’s a pretty powerful return for a few hours of exercise and fun.”  Over the last 17 years, the Turkey Trot has raised over $600,000 for Caritas.  
Since 1975, ThunderCloud Subs has been Austin’s original neighborhood sub shop with a rich tradition of serving fresh, fast and healthy food in over 21 Austin area locations. The ThunderCloud Turkey Trot starts and ends at Waterloo Park. Registration and volunteer information can be found online at www.ThunderCloud.com or go to any ThunderCloud Subs or RunTex location. 

Caritas provides a service continuum for those experiencing poverty that begins with a safety net and links them to resources to achieve self-sufficiency. This year, Caritas will serve over 20,000 adults and children as Travis County’s largest source of non-governmental assistance for        low-income families.                                                                                                                                 www.caritasofaustin.org
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