ThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot Presents Largest Donation in 21 Year History

AUSTIN, Texas — December 21, 2011 --To celebrate the 21st Annual ThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot and bring much needed relief to thousands of Austin’s homeless, ThunderCloud Subs presented a $260,000 check to Caritas of Austin today – 100 percent of the proceeds from its largest and most successful event to date. This latest contribution is just another remarkable philanthropic milestone for the ThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot team, who have raised more than $1.51 million for the local non-profit during the past 21 years. 

“TheThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot check presentation day is one of my favorite days of the year,” says Mike Haggerty, co-owner of ThunderCloud Subs. “Our team works year-round to create an event worthy of being Austin’s Thanksgiving tradition, and giving back is the backbone of our efforts.

“I’m once again amazed at the growth of the ThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot and our ability to help Caritas provide essential services to central Texas’ working poor. We’re privileged to make this contribution to Caritas on behalf of the almost 20,000 participants, 80 ThunderCloud Subs staff, sponsors and more than 500 volunteers who make this event and donation possible.”

This family-friendly event has been an Austin tradition for 21 years; a way for tens of thousands of Austinites to get in a little fitness before enjoying a hearty Thanksgiving dinner. And the funds from this year’s event will go a long way. Specifically, the money raised will allow Caritas of Austin to keep almost 800 families in their homes each month with rent assistance or serve more than 55,000 meals in their community kitchen. It can even provide a week’s worth of groceries for 2,800 Travis County families.

“We’re grateful all year to ThunderCloud Subs for their commitment to Caritas of Austin and to ending poverty in Austin,” says Beth Atherton, executive director for Caritas of Austin. “We’re very fortunate to be a part of the Turkey Trot family tradition and thank ThunderCloud Subs, the volunteers, sponsors and participants who make this event such a success.”

About ThunderCloud Subs
Since 1975, ThunderCloud Subs has been Austin’s original neighborhood sub shop with a rich tradition of serving fresh, fast and healthy food in a comfortable atmosphere. ThunderCloud has 30 stores in the Austin area. www.thundercloud.com
About Caritas of Austin
Caritas provides a service continuum for those experiencing poverty that begins with a safety net and links them to resources to achieve self-sufficiency. This year, Caritas will serve more than 20,000 adults and children as Travis County’s largest source of non-governmental assistance for low-income families. www.caritasofaustin.org
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